S. H., female, aged two months. Born in the Mothers' Hospital. The mother was a primipara, aged 32, who had a normal pregnancy and labour. Birth-weight 8 lb. 2 oz. During first nine days nothing abnormal was noted about the baby, except a failure to gain. The weight remained about 7 lb. 11 oz. in spite of supplementary feeds, there being very little breast milk.
10th day: 6 a.m., profuse sweating and very rapid respirations. Temperature 106.80 F., nothing abnormal found on examination. Nine ounce loss of weight in twenty-four hours. During the day the baby appeared better; took feeds well. It was noticed that napkins were wet further back than normal. At 6 p.m. temperature 101°F. Fluid collected as passed per rectum contained 045% urea. A normal stool followed immediately, no urine seen coming from urethra. Pot cit. gr. iv, given 4-hourly.
11th Rectal examination: (1) Digital: Nothing abnormal felt; (2) Sigmoidoscopy: A (?) small opening was seen on the anterior wall of the gut 2 in. above the anal orifice. It proved impossible to pass a probe through the opening.
Vaginal examination: A probe was passed but nothing abnormal could be felt. Radiological examinations: (1) Uroselectan-2 minutes, uroselectan in pelvis of kidney; 5 minutes, ? uroselectan seen in rectum; 15 minutes, uroselectan seen in pelvis and bladder; 25 minutes, uroselectan seen in pelvis and bladder; 35 minutes, uroselectan seen in pelvis and bladder. At no time were the ureters seen. (2) X-ray examination of spine: no spina bifida seen. First sacral segment appears to be irregular, but may be due to gas.
Pathological examination: (1) Fluid from the urethra (washed-up specimen).
Pale, slightly turbid. No albumin, blood, sugar, acetone 'bodies, bile-salts or pigments. Microscopically (centrifuged specimen) : Many epithelial cells, some pus cells and a few red blood cells. Culture: Coliform bacilli and streptococci isolated.
(2) Fluid from rectum: Turbid, slightly darker than that from urethra. Urea present.
General Progress.-The baby was kept on potassium citrate, gr. iv t.d.s. throughout her stay in hospital. Sbe took her feeds of citrated milk well and gained weight. On discharge nine days later she weighed 8 lb. 4 oz.
She has since been seen from time to time and seems to be in good health, is contented, and is gaining weight; she still passes urine from both the rectum and the urethra.
Hepatomegaly 
